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Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on 11th December 2025 in Ratley Village Hall at 

7:45 pm 
 

No 
Agenda Item Action 

by 

 Present 

Cllrs. A Simpkins, A Berry, D Payne, A Graham, County Cllr. C Mills, J Obbard, Clerk and two 

members of the public  

 

1. Open Forum    

1.1 It was reported by a Ratley resident that during a recent walk in Edgehill, a car came 

straight out of a driveway at a property where building works is in progress, narrowly 

missing them. It was reported that it looks this will become a permanent driveway. 

 

It was suggested by the Councillors that as there was no provision for a driveway in 

the planning application, that this will be for construction purposes only.  

Councillors to investigate to confirm content of 2023 application and Clerk to write to 

the SDC Case Officer to raise awareness. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

JO 

2.  Apologies 

Apologies were received from District Cllr. M Littlewood, via Cllr. Mills, who was unable to 

attend, and Cllr. Hornsby who had work conflicts.  

 

3. Declarations of Interest 

None received 

 

4. Edgehill Quarry updates. 

Despite some owner-selected camera footage presented to WCC, lorries continue to turn 

right out of quarry and through Edgehill and vice versa.  

 

5. Minutes of previous meeting – 30th  October 2025 

The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr. Simpkins, seconded by Cllr. Graham, 

agreed by all and duly signed by the Chair.  

 

 

 

6. Matters arising from minutes of meeting on 30th  October 2025 

6.1 Batchelor’s Lane stop sign and white lines. As Batchelors Lane is an unadopted road, 

WCC Highways have no jurisdiction to install safety measures. Clerk to approach 

owners of the camp site to request installation of these measures as users of the camp 

site are the main users of the lane. 

6.2  20 mph speed limit in Edgehill – See 11.1  

6.3  Claranet Web Hosting - Clerk to make arrangements to procure a compliant “.gov” 

email address. This has been procured but isn’t working yet. Clerk to resolve through 

Claranet. Carry over. 

6.3  Finance. All October Finance actions were completed. 

6.4  All October Planning actions were completed 

 

 
 

 

 

JO 

 
 

 

 

 
JO 
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6.5  Cllr. Mills agreed to investigate possibility of installing official wooden bollards on the 

edge of the green in Edgehill – see 11.2 

6.6  Orbit steps – a poor repair  had led to a resident falling as repair crumbled under feet. 

Cllr. Mills to report to Orbit. Potentially very dangerous. There was some confusion 

about the poor repairs – no further action. 

6.7 Grange Close green – two new trees needed to replace dead trees. Suggestions for 

suitable replacements included Silver Birch, Quince & Medlar. Ther was a general 

consensus that a Medlar and a Quince would be suitable, if this was practicable (two 

trees may be required for pollination). Cllr. Graham to provided details of suggested 

supplier. Clerk to follow up. Carry over 

6.8 Old Road Hedge – encroaching on salt bin and street light – all to consider. – Clerk 

reported to Highways – now in hand – Highways have agreed to make 3 x 30cm passes 

which will reduce the depth of the hedge by some 90cm. 

6.9 Communications Sub-Committee. Link on website to planning apps no longer works 

– This still needs to be sorted – Cllr. Payne and Alex Graham in conversation with SDC. 

Cllr. Payne to report at next meeting. 

6.10 Possibility of a bench for the green in Edgehill – see 11.3 

6.11 Grounds maintenance – outstanding items now complete 

6.12 Baulks wall collapse – this has been actioned by WCC 

6.13 Streetlight 1 – is still not working due to access problems – Clerk chased – now with 

Cllr. Hornsby to arrange access to maintenance team 

6.14 National Grid / pole issue – Cllr. Hornsby reported that the legal action surrounding 

the pole located in his garden has now been resolved in his favour – Clerk to contact 

National Grid to enquire about next steps. Carry over. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
JO 
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LH 

 
 

 

JO 

 

7. Planning Applications  

7.1   25/02520/FUL Glendale – demolish and rebuild – objection response submitted. 
 

7.2   25/02539/FUL Ransford Barn - Conversion of redundant agricultural barn – no 
comments received – no comment submitted. 

 

 
 

8. District and County Councillors reports 

8.1   District Council report – Cllr. Littlewood had sent his November and December 

reports which are shown at Appendix 1.  

8.2  County Councillor’s report – Cllr. Mills presented his report, which had been 

previously supplied. This is shown at Appendix 2  

 
 

 
 

 

9. Parish Plan 

9.1  Communications Sub-Committee.  

Free internet service in the Village Hall – Voneus will soon start asking guests for log 

on details 
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9.2  Environmental sub-committee  

Cllr. Graham asked if we should purchase more Yellow Rattle for the green by the 

obelisk. The Chair asked if we could wait and see how the existing plants fair in the 

spring and make call on new plugs in May. 

10. Correspondence 

10.1  234 emails, 0 printed communication received since the last meeting .    

 
 

 

11. Edgehill considerations 

11.1    Speed control options 
 
Clerk had a discussion with a Tysoe Cllr who has some experience. In summary, there are a 
few options: 
 
20mph speed limit unlikely to be supported by WCC Highways. If they do agree then likely to 
be approx. £20k. Unlikely to be effective on its own – if people are ignoring 30 mph then they 
are also likely to ignore 20mph. Highways Community Action Fund may be able to provide 
some financial support, on  a matched basis. 
 
Traffic calming (‘raised table’ preferred – likely to be £15 - £20k (lighting not usually 
required). Again WCC approval is required. 
 
Starting point is usually a WCC Highways speed survey. RUPC to choose location of speed 
traps. Request the ’grey box’  radar type which are generally more effective than the two-
tape type. – Cost approx. £600. Location of traps important (radar type need poles to mount) 
 
Consider community speed monitoring team. 3-person team using a single radar gun. 
Relatively cheap to set up. Police training can be given, then could use a ‘train the trainer’ 
system for rolling out more widely. Need a reasonably large community group to be effective 
– Tysoe have 13 people. 
These can be quite effective – if a vehicle is speeding greater than 30 + 10% +2 mph then 
Police will send a letter. If they get three ‘tickets’ then the police will visit the driver. 
 
Cllrs. considered this a good option – Cllr. Graham to speak to Edgehill residents.  
 
11.2    Prevention measures for parking on the green 
 
Cllr. Mills has provided a price estimate for bollards – approx. £10k – unlikely to be funded 
by WCC.  Would have to be 1m from edge of kerb – therefore leaving room for cars to park 
anyway. 
Alternative is ‘birds mouth fencing’ – expected cost is £4k – another advantage is that this 
could be placed much closer to the edge, thereby stopping parking. Could come out of Cllr. 
Mill’s delegated budget 
 
Cllr. Graham to seek opinions of Edgehill residents. 
 
11.3    Consideration for a bench – possible future grant  
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Large, heavy duty plastic bench approx. £700 + VAT 
Hardwood / Teak bench approx. £500 
Suggest carry out ground works in preparation and then submit request for funds when 
next grant scheme is launched? 
 
The potential location of the bench was also discussed. Cllr. Graham to seek opinions of 
local residents. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

AG 

12. Finance 

12.1 Invoices for Payment – 4 transactions had been approved Councillors and paid by the 

Clerk plus two service charges since the last meeting – See Appendix 3 for details.  

 

12.2  2025/26 Accounts – these were discussed – See Appendix 3.  

 

12.3  Bank statements for both the Current account and the Savings account covering the 

period since the last meeting were presented for inspection. These tally with the 

Parish Council accounts with the exception of the December interest payment for the 

Savings Account which was added to the accounts spreadsheet post-printing. 

 

12.4 2026 Budget / Precept. Draft budget print outs had been previously circulated. 

Councillors requested more time to consider so  Finance Sub-Committee will be held 

on Wednesday 7th January to finalise the 2026/7 budget. Decision of the Finance 

Committee will be ratified by the Parish Council at the next full meeting on 29th 

January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Parish Maintenance 

13.1  Playground kit – need to remove triangle and move picnic table further away from 

the playing apparatus. Cllr. Berry agreed to remove the triangle beam and Clerk to 

move table when time permits. 

 

 

 

AB, 

JO 

 

14. Urgent Business  

14.1.  Thursday 8th Jan - New year dinner – Indian Queen – Cllr. Graham to book. 

Wednesday 7th Jan – Finance Sub-committee 

 

 

AG 
 

 

16. Next meeting. 

The next meeting will be held in Ratley Village Hall on January 29th   

 

Dates of following meetings:- List of suggested dates for 2026 was circulated. All to review 

regarding availability. 

 

Meeting closed at 21:25 

 

 

 

 
Signed (Chair) ______________________________________ 

 
Date__________________________________________________ 
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 Appendix 1 – District Councillor Report 
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Appendix 2 – County Councillor Report 
County Councillor Report 

 

11th December 2025 

Home to School Transport Consultation  

Warwickshire County Council has launched a seven-week public consultation on proposed changes to its 

Home to School Transport Policy. Find out more and have your say: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7156/have-your-say-warwickshire-county-council-launches-

consultation-on-home-to-school-transport-policy-changes- 

 

Flood warnings 

A great way to be Better Prepared for flooding is by making a Personal Flood Plan. Find this and more tips to 

prepare for flooding at: https://www.warwickshireresilienceforum.org/risks/flooding/ 

 

WCC’S final proposal for Local Government Reorganisation  

Warwickshire County Council has submitted its final proposal for Local Government Reorganisation. The 

proposal sets out that a single unitary council for Warwickshire is the best way forward.  

The proposal demonstrates that a single unitary authority would deliver at least £18.7 million in annual net 

benefits - three times more than a two-unitary model and could unlock up to £119 million in long-term 

transformation savings. This means more funding for vital frontline services like social care, housing and 

children's services. 

A single unitary council for Warwickshire provides a single, consistent vision for the county, helping us to 

deliver stronger communities, better services and real value for money. Read more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7226/warwickshire-county-council-s-final-proposal-for-local-

government-reorganisation  

 

Safeguarding adults  

Warwickshire County Council has launched its latest episode of the Let’s Talk Warwickshire podcast, raising 

awareness of the different types of abuse and neglect that adults may experience and where to find help.   

Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7220/new-let-s-talk-warwickshire-podcast-

episode-explores-safeguarding-adults-from-abuse-and-neglect  

 

Warwickshire’s integrated Public Health Nursing service  

Warwickshire County Council is reminding families that its streamlined Public Health Nursing service for 0–

19-year-olds which came into effect from Monday 1 December. Families can access support from 

Warwickshire Child and Family Wellbeing by contacting one of the following options: Phone 0300 247 0072 

(Monday-Friday 9am-5pm) ChatHealth Text Advice Service (0-5 only): 07520 615 293 

 

Keeping children healthy and well this winter  

As the end of the year approaches, families across Warwickshire are being reminded of the importance of 

vaccinations and basic hygiene to help protect children from seasonal illnesses. Read more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7233/council-shares-top-tips-to-keep-children-healthy-and-

well-this-winter email wcfw.contact@hcrgcaregroup.com 

 

Specialist Resource Provision at Cawston Grange  

A new Specialist Resourced Provision for children with SEND has opened at Cawston Grange Primary School 

in Rugby, in partnership with Warwickshire County Council. Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7237/new-specialist-resource-provision-opens-at-cawston-

grange-primary-school 

 

Warwickshire County Council is looking for more people to join its Voice of Warwickshire residents’ 

panel 

Warwickshire County Council is encouraging residents aged 18 and over to join its Voice of Warwickshire 

online panel. 

The Voice of Warwickshire is a group of local people who play a vital role in helping the County Council 

understand the views, needs and priorities of those who live in Warwickshire. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7156/have-your-say-warwickshire-county-council-launches-consultation-on-home-to-school-transport-policy-changes-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7156/have-your-say-warwickshire-county-council-launches-consultation-on-home-to-school-transport-policy-changes-
https://www.warwickshireresilienceforum.org/risks/flooding/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7226/warwickshire-county-council-s-final-proposal-for-local-government-reorganisation
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7226/warwickshire-county-council-s-final-proposal-for-local-government-reorganisation
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7220/new-let-s-talk-warwickshire-podcast-episode-explores-safeguarding-adults-from-abuse-and-neglect
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7220/new-let-s-talk-warwickshire-podcast-episode-explores-safeguarding-adults-from-abuse-and-neglect
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7233/council-shares-top-tips-to-keep-children-healthy-and-well-this-winter
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7233/council-shares-top-tips-to-keep-children-healthy-and-well-this-winter
mailto:wcfw.contact@hcrgcaregroup.com
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7237/new-specialist-resource-provision-opens-at-cawston-grange-primary-school
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7237/new-specialist-resource-provision-opens-at-cawston-grange-primary-school
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Launched in 2021, this initiative aims to ensure that the council's decisions and priorities are informed by the 

perspectives of residents from across the county. 

Members of the panel are invited to take part in engagement activities on a wide range of topics – from 

libraries and greenspaces to Fire and Rescue and artificial intelligence. Feedback from the Voice of 

Warwickshire directly informs the council’s planning, policies, and service delivery. 

Those interested can register at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/vowrecruitment or by calling 01926 410410. 

 

Avian influenza confirmed by Defra in North Warwickshire 

The UKHSA is now urging people visiting Kingsbury Water Park and surrounding area not to touch any sick 

or dead wild birds. Partners are working to manage the situation and protect public health and the risk to other 

birds. 

Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7245/public-urged-not-to-touch-sick-or-dead-

birds-as-avian-influenza-confirmed-by-defra-in-north-warwickshire 

 

Wood burners 

Wood-burning stoves and open fires are a great way to stay warm and cosy, but what you burn really matters. 

Always use seasoned wood and check it with a moisture meter - dry wood should have 20% moisture or less. 

Avoid house coal and choose approved solid fuels for cleaner, more efficient burning. Never burn treated 

wood or household waste, as they release harmful toxins into your home. Keep your stove maintained and 

have your chimney swept regularly for a safe, healthy winter. For more information, please visit https://uk-

air.defra.gov.uk/assets/documents/reports/cat09/1901291307_Ready_to_Burn_Web.pdf 

 

Say no to a wasteful Christmas: Your top tips for a sustainable season 

It is estimated that a typical UK household creates 30% more waste over Christmas. For those wanting some 

inspiration or ideas on how to reduce on the amount of waste, Warwickshire County Council’s Waste and 

Recycling experts are sharing their top tips: Wrapping paper and cards – Most glossy wrapping paper or 

glittery cards can’t be recycled, so choose those made from recycled or FSC-certified paper. Avoid extra 

plastics by experimenting with tape-free wrapping techniques such as furoshiki, a traditional Japanese method 

of using cloth to wrap and transport gifts.    

  

Child Friendly Warwickshire’s Christmas gift appeal  

Warwickshire residents and businesses who want to help children and young people have a happy Christmas 

are invited to donate presents via a countywide gift appeal. Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7174/child-friendly-warwickshire-s-christmas-gift-appeal-is-

open  
 
Up-date on Weight Limit Consultation 

Warwickshire County Council Minor Works team have advised that the Weight Limit Consultation is 

completed and are awaiting a works date from Balfour Beatty. 

Chris Mills County Councillor - Ratley & Upton 

 
  

https://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=4SuzXhyTVaON_srh2ZB1s6ccbyhgJzEAsW1DrbZckv3UYbHRNOX6lIvbs117Vmns5wynr6lC-Kv7mYEYrAiD_iloxPLEWTTKht1qrZfaUYcURvNfAggbdF_qjLJaq6SvSmX9DKajk_spyYM6jwPoHJw1
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7245/public-urged-not-to-touch-sick-or-dead-birds-as-avian-influenza-confirmed-by-defra-in-north-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7245/public-urged-not-to-touch-sick-or-dead-birds-as-avian-influenza-confirmed-by-defra-in-north-warwickshire
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/assets/documents/reports/cat09/1901291307_Ready_to_Burn_Web.pdf
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/assets/documents/reports/cat09/1901291307_Ready_to_Burn_Web.pdf
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7174/child-friendly-warwickshire-s-christmas-gift-appeal-is-open
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7174/child-friendly-warwickshire-s-christmas-gift-appeal-is-open
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Appendix 3 - Current Account status up to 11th December 2025 

 

Payments           

Date Who Ref VAT NET Total 

02/04/2025 Thomas Fox - Cut 1 1531855582 £83.15 £415.75 £498.90 

04/04/2025 Walc Subscription 1536707421 £25.00 £157.00 £182.00 

22/04/2025 Bank Service Charge  452194490   £4.25 £4.25 

23/04/2025 A Berry (Grass Seed) 1547005401   £11.99 £11.99 

23/04/2025 J Obbard (Massey Harpers) Stock Board 1551966232 £62.06 £310.32 £372.38 

25/04/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass cutting Cuts 2 & 3 1548308507 £166.30 £831.50 £997.80 

26/04/2025 Screwfix (A Berry) - washers for climbing frame 1548808941 £2.97 £14.82 £17.79 

26/04/2025 Metals4U (A Berry) - tubing for climbing frame 1548308507 £9.25 £46.26 £55.51 

17/05/2025 Clear Insurance  1560991899   £492.24 £492.24 

19/05/2025 Monika Morgan 1561944446   £75.00 £75.00 

19/05/2025 Bank Service Charge 454640713   £4.25 £4.25 

23/05/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass cutting Cuts 4 & 5 1569335567 £166.30 £831.50 £997.80 

23/05/2025 John Hopkins - bus shelter 1564228576   £100.00 £100.00 

23/05/2025 Ratley Village Hall - donation 1555344373   £750.00 £750.00 

23/05/2025 Ratley PCC - maintenance support 1560481625   £750.00 £750.00 

04/06/2025 No Butts Bins - picnic bench 1562706577 £149.00 £745.00 £894.00 

14/06/2025 J Obbard - Clerk fees Q1 1580499308   £517.14 £517.14 

14/06/2025 HMRC - PAYE Q1 1576832068   £344.76 £344.76 

17/06/2025 Bank Service Charge 454640713   £4.25 £4.25 

24/06/2025 A Berry - Wickes Paint and sundries for goal posts 1582638735 £6.90 £34.50 £41.40 

24/06/2025 A Berry - Wickes Paint for goal posts 1582390596 £2.70 £13.50 £16.20 

24/06/2025 A Berry - Wickes White Spirit for goal posts 1582639359 £0.98 £4.87 £5.85 

26/06/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass cutting Cuts 6 & 7 1587180100 £166.30 £831.50 £997.80 

18/07/2025 Bank Service Charge 454640713   £4.25 £4.25 

23/07/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass cutting Cuts 8 & 9 1599067901 £166.30 £831.50 £997.80 

06/08/2025 Claranet Web Hosting 1607475370 £12.46 £62.32 £74.78 

15/08/2025 Moore - External Audit 1608359160 £42.00 £210.00 £252.00 

18/08/2025 Bank Service Charge 461828629   £4.25 £4.25 

05/09/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass cutting Cuts 10, 11, 12 1624481999 £249.45 £1,247.25 £1,496.70 

16/09/2025 Bank Service Charge 464271009   £5.17 £5.17 

17/09/2025 PlaySafety Ltd 1634367771 £20.00 £100.00 £120.00 

17/09/2025 J Obbard - Clerk fees Q2 1635770234   £550.60 £550.60 

17/09/2025 HMRC - PAYE Q2 1626937300   £367.20 £367.20 

29/09/2025 A Berry - concrete for playground 1637464880 £6.08 £30.38 £36.45 

29/09/2025 A Berry - shackles for playground 1637464880 £24.45 £122.26 £146.71 

29/09/2025 A Simpkins - paint for elephant 1641034995 £17.21 £86.03 £103.24 

05/10/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass cutting Cuts 13, 14 1632378255 £166.30 £831.50 £997.80 

17/10/2025 A Berry - concrete for playground 1647990060 £6.75 £33.75 £40.50 

20/10/2025 Bank Service Charge 466709777   £4.25 £4.25 

25/10/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass cutting Cuts 15, 16 1652496329 £166.30 £831.50 £997.80 

01/11/2025 J Obbard (Majestic gift for A Berry) 1660203215   £70.00 £70.00 

05/11/2025 Ratley Flower Show 1659299175   £242.50 £242.50 
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18/11/2025 Bank Service Charge 469187577   £4.25 £4.25 

19/11/2025 Thomas Fox - Grass Banks and hedges 1671620416 £93.32 £466.62 £559.94 

            

  Year 2025/26 Total   £1,718.21 £13,395.97 £15,207.50 

            

  Current Balance       £2,430.59 

 


